
LONDONASSEMBLY Environment Committee 

Mayor’s School Air Quality 
Programme 

Visit to Haimo Primary School 

Roundtable and site visit at Haimo Primary School  

Date: 03 April 2019 

Time: 2.30pm – 4.30pm 

Location: Haimo Primary School – Haimo Rd, Eltham, London SE9 6DY 

Attendees:  

• Caroline Russell, Chair, Environment Committee

• Leonie Cooper, Deputy Chair, Environment Committee

• Jacqueline Graves - Deputy Head Teacher, Haimo Primary School

• Cllr Denise Scott-McDonald - Cabinet Member for Air Quality, Public Realm and

Transport, Royal Borough of Greenwich

• Jemima Hartshorn - Founder of Mums for Lungs

• Student representatives from Haimo School

• Parent representatives from Haimo School

Background 

As part of the committee’s investigation into the Mayor’s School Air Quality Audit 

Programme, members of the committee visited Haimo Primary School to hear about their 

experiences with the audit, and views on air quality issues more generally. 

The Mayor’s School Air Quality Programme was launched in 2018 and involved 50 primary 

schools in the most polluted areas in London. The audits analysed air pollution issues 

affecting the schools and their local areas, and made recommendations to reduce emissions 

and improve the air school children are exposed to. 

To enable the school communities to implement the non-transport related 

recommendations raised in the audits, the Mayor made available £10,000 for each 

participating school. The programme also envisioned that the boroughs in which the schools 

are located would be able to provide match-funding to implement identified interventions. 

Examples of the issues raised through the audits included: 

• Playgrounds and outdoor spaces exposed to emissions – with limited screening from

passing traffic, and where children spend extended periods during break times, PE and

in free flow classes (particularly in the case of the younger children). The limited

screening sometimes also posed issues in terms of privacy and security concerns.

• Children waiting to enter the school grounds on busy roads – in some instances

children are required to wait in areas exposed to higher levels of emissions when

arriving prior to the school gates opening.
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• Lack of suitable storage space for scooters and bikes – which may serve to deter active 

travel.  

• School buildings reliant on natural ventilation – most of the school buildings audited 

dated back to the late nineteenth or early twentieth century and are reliant on opening 

doors and windows in order to cool or ventilate the classrooms, worsening exposure to 

emissions, particularly where classrooms are in close proximity to a busy road or other 

sources of emissions.  

• Poor insulation and inefficient heating – due to the age of many of the school buildings 

they often exhibited poor insulation, including large single glazed windows, often due to 

expense or limitations of replacing the historic windows. Poor insulation will result in 

greater heat loss during the winter months, and so potentially increased run times by 

school boilers, and therefore greater emissions. Whilst during the summer it will result 

in greater heat gain, making it more likely the windows and doors would need to be 

opened if reliant on natural ventilation, so worsening exposure to local emissions.  

• Aging boilers – in some cases the schools’ boilers were aging and would not meet 

modern efficiency standards, resulting in higher levels of emissions locally from the 

boiler flues. There were also a number of cases where the flues directed their emissions 

near the playgrounds or outdoor spaces used by children.  

The visit 

During the visit, the Assembly Members heard from student representatives, PTA members, 

Haimo’s Deputy Headteacher, Greenwich Council’s Cabinet Member for Air Quality, Public 

Realm, and Transport, and the founder of clean air campaign group Mums for lungs. 

Discussions focused primarily on:  

• The causes of poor air quality 

• The impacts of exposure to poor air quality 

• The actions taken by Haimo and Greenwich Council (including impacts and challenges) 

• Overall experiences of taking part in the Mayor’s School Air Quality Audit. 

The causes of poor air quality 

Participants agreed that motor transport was a primary cause of poor air quality around 

Haimo, with one student also highlighting the impact of manufacturing and energy 

production more broadly.  

Jemima Hartshorn highlighted the impact that cars, whether fossil fuel or electric powered, 

have on local air quality, due to factors including particulate matter arising from the use of 
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brakes; particulate matter arising from friction from contact between car tyres and asphalt. 

She also raised the fact that, increasingly, people in London are using wood burning 

appliances, as well as the broader national air quality impacts caused by aviation, airports, 

and shipping.   

Cllr Scott-McDonald highlighted Greenwich Council’s focus on air quality, citing Haimo’s 

participation in the air quality monitoring backpacks, and Haimo’s on-going School Streets 

programme. She stressed the importance of achieving individual, and group behaviour 

changes, noting the everyone is responsible in some way for causing air pollution, and thus 

everyone must contribute to its reduction. 

The impacts of exposure to poor air quality  

Students highlighted respiratory illnesses, with one student reporting that 9.5 per cent of 

Haimo students have asthma – one student recounted an asthma attack that resulted in him 

being hospitalised for two days. They also recognised that without change the rates of 

conditions like asthma will increase – Leonie Cooper noted that the Mayor developed 

asthma as an adult. Jacqueline Graves highlighted that she, and other members of staff, 

have developed asthma since working at Haimo.  

Students also recognised that pollution can lead to increased morbidity and avoidable 

mortality, with one student highlighting the 9,460 Londoners who die prematurely each 

year because of air pollution. 

While not explicitly related to air quality, one parent highlighted the societal impact of 

traffic conditions, particularly on narrow roads such as those near Haimo, including 

frustration and aggression and concern about the safety of school children.  

She noted that since the implementation of a School Street around Haimo, the physical and 

societal environment is more pleasant and safer. 

The actions taken by Haimo and Greenwich Council 

Cllr Scott-McDonald highlighted Greenwich Council’s School Street trials – separate from the 

Mayor’s School Air Quality Audit Programme – which Haimo has been participating in. She 

highlighted the public concerns raised through consultations, and how negative 

perspectives changed through the trial roll-outs. She highlighted that other schools are 

requesting to be part of the next tranche of trials, and that local residents near School 

Streets have reported positive experiences. 

Students and parents highlighted how Haimo’s School Street has encouraged them to walk, 

use public transport, or use other forms of active travel – Haimo has seen a 54 per cent 

decline in children being driven to school, a 27 per cent increase in cycling, a 14 per cent 

increase in walking and a 9 per cent increase in scooting. One parent recognised the lack of 

parking space as an incentive to walk. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jul/15/nearly-9500-people-die-each-year-in-london-because-of-air-pollution-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jul/15/nearly-9500-people-die-each-year-in-london-because-of-air-pollution-study
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Cllr Scott-McDonald also highlighted measures being taken by Greenwich Council including 

anti-idling measures and means of slowing down traffic.  

She stressed the importance of achieving cultural shifts alongside the implementation of 

policies. For example, she highlighted that a sudden implementation of a School Street 

might result in parents simply parking elsewhere, thus shifting the problems. 

Overall experiences of taking part in the Mayor’s School Air Quality Audit 

Jacqueline Graves said the easiest recommendations to implement were the air-purifying 

plants. When able to, the school will use the grant given by the Mayor to install bicycle 

sheds and more plants. 

Through Haimo’s participation in the Audit, the school has been able to engage with other 

stakeholders, including Thames Water which has helped the school reduce its waste water, 

and EcoGames which has spoken to the school about its electricity and gas consumption. 

Haimo has been able to lower its bills as a result.  

Jacqueline Graves highlighted the connections she has formed through the Air Quality 

Forum set up as part of the Mayor’s School Air Quality Audit Programme as being a key 

aspect of the Programme. Through the forum, she has been able to share best practice 

across the 50 schools that participated in the programme, and engage in other projects 

aimed at developing school children’s understanding of pollution and the benefits of 

traveling by means other than cars. The forum also supports engagement with stakeholders.  

Cllr Scott-McDonald said that enforcement of School Streets is a challenge across the 

borough, with Leonie Cooper highlighting the difficulties related to enforcing the use of 

zigzag yellow lines. 

One parent highlighted the importance of the trial for the School Street, and the value 

gained from parental engagement in enforcing the School Street, particularly in relation to 

explaining and bringing other parents on board. 


